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FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor:  Reverend Edward Burrill
	Location:  349 North Kemptville Road
Telephone:  1-902-354-7390

Sundays

Worship Service – 2:00 pm
***
KEMPTVILLE UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH

	Pastor:  Reverend Kevin Jamieson	
	Location:  16 North Kemptville Road
	Telephone:  Church - 902-761-2050
	                      Residence - 902-761-2424
Email:  kemptvilleubchurch@gmail.com
Facebook:  @kemptubchurch
Sundays

Worship Service – 11:00 am

Wednesdays 

Prayer Meeting – 7:00 pm

KEMPTVILLE FUSION YOUTH GROUP

	The Kemptville Fusion Youth Group meetings will start again on January 8, 2026.  Meetings occur on Thursdays, from 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm.  Join us for games, snacks, Bible lesson, and so much more at the Kemptville United Baptist Church.  This is for children ages 7 – 13.  A canteen exists, with all items $3.00 or less.  

	
	
	2

	          Follow us on Facebook:  Kempt Fusion Youth.  For more information, contact Emma Surette at 902-740-7475 or emma.surette123@gmail.com.

FOOD BANK

	Non-perishable donations may be dropped off for the Food Bank at the church or arrangements made to have items picked up.  Contact Carolyn Foote, 902-749-7464, or Marge Parker, 902-761-2269, for more infor-mation.

***
VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor:  Reverend Joey Ring
Location:  1920 Highway 203, Kemptville
Telephone:  Church – 902-761-2562


Sundays
Sunday School – 10:00 am  
Morning Service – 11:00 am
Evening Service – 6:00 pm 

Wednesdays
Evening Service – 7:30 pm

***
!! HAPPY BIRTHDAY !!
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	Happy Birthday to the following individuals who are celebrating a birthday during the month of January:
	
		09 – Ryland Fewer
	14 – Brooke Crowell

	09 – Tom Hixson
	15 – Joyce Greene

	11 – Michael Crowell
	17 – Shelly Robbins

	12 – Bruce Gates
	19 – Kendrick Mood

	
	20 – Iris Connell


	If the name of any individual living within our community is missing from the above list, please provide details as outlined on the last page of the Newsletter.

***
KEMPTVILLE DISTRICT 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

[image: ]

KDVFD MONTHLY MEETING

	The Firefighters’ Monthly Meeting will be held January 6, at 7:00 pm.

KDVFD MONTHLY TRAINING SESSION

	The Firefighters’ Monthly Training Session will be held January 13, at 6:30 pm.

SUPPORT KDVFD THROUGH
RAFFLEBOX

	If you would like to support the KDVFD, you can do so by purchasing 50/50 tickets at rafflebox.ca/raffle/nsfd.  Be sure to select the Kemptville Volunteer Fire Department as the fire department you wish to support when purchas-ing tickets.
NEW VOLUNTEERS

Any resident interested in joining the KDVFD is to contact Chief Bruce Gates at 902-761-2683.
***
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	COMMUNITY POTLUCK BREAKFAST
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	There will be no monthly potluck breakfast for the month of January.  Next breakfast to be held February 7, 2026, starting at 10:00 am, at the United Baptist Church vestry.  All residents are welcome to attend.
	For further information, contact Barb Robb at 902-761-3460 or Robert Zwicker at 902-761-2274.

***
KEMPTVILLE BETTERMENT SOCIETY

[image: Kemptvill betterment so.PNG]

NAMING OF THE GARDEN
	In a previous issue of the Kemptville Newsletter, residents of our community were invited to vote on three possible names for the garden located next to the United Baptist Church.  This process resulted in several residents bringing forth information from their diaries and older pictures that indicate a name had already been selected during the early days of the garden.  Due to the lack of response regarding a name, the decision was therefore made to retain the original name – Lakeview Garden. 
	We would like to thank those residents who brought
this information to the attention of KBS Directors.

	
	LAKEVIEW GARDEN HISTORY

Originated by: Paulette Sweeney-Goodwin
Edited by: Robert Zwicker

	This article has been prepared based on discuss-ions, some records, and hearsay.  Accuracy is not guaranteed but using the information provided, this is our understanding of events.  Thank you to all who con-tributed in some way.  To our readers, please provide corrections or additional information that you may have or are aware of.  Thank you.

	There’s a small but strategic piece of land located in the heart of Kemptville that is familiar to both residents and visitors alike. When you arrive at the ‘Y’ in the road by the United Baptist Church, there is a small triangular patch of ground in front of the church that was turned into a garden many years ago. Once at “the triangle”, you make a decision to travel north, east or south.
[image: F:\P2001-1040p.jpg]

Picture courtesy of the Municipality of Argyle Archives.  
(ATCHA P2001-1040p.)
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	          Around the  year 1900, arriving at this undeveloped triangle, as seen in the above picture, would bring residents within the proximity of the United Baptist Church, the community store, the Walton hotel and the all-important lumber mill located just down the hill along the Tusket River. The latter three closed years ago. It makes sense that this was a pivotal point in the community of Kemptville. 
	Our understanding is that the youth group of the United Baptist Church (UBC) started the garden in 1971.  Walk-a-thons to Carleton were held to raise money to support the garden.  Later, the Women’s Institute of Kemptville took over maintenance of the garden.  The triangle of land was sloped, so a significant amount of soil had to be built up on the east side over time in order to level the garden somewhat. A retaining wall made of stone was added later.  Numerous shrubs and flowers were planted, many of them donated.
	One of the first people to be memorialized in the garden was a young resident of Kemptville named Wendy Mood. Wendy was a daughter of Malcolm and Barbara Mood, of East Kemptville at that time. Wendy had worked on the garden as a member of the UBC youth group.  A plaque was placed on a tree in the garden in her memory.  Other individuals remembered around this time included Dorcas Jeffery and Dora Jeffery. 
	For over 30 years Women’s Institute members and community volunteers maintained the garden. By 2005 it was clear that a revamp of the garden was needed. Volun-teers once again stepped up to undertake this task.  Key gardeners at the time were Carol Roberts, Margaret Gray
	
	and Phyllis Hoyle Mood.   Ronnie Roberts operated the tiller, Harold Crowell provided stonework, and Ruth Poole and Pearl Prime coordinated donations. Ruth Poole recently provided a map of the garden with handwritten entries showing plants, shrubs and a tree donated since the beginning of the garden, many in memory of a loved one.  For example, the family of Judy (Roberts) Crowell donated several shrubs in her memory.  Other residents donated flowers and shrubs for the garden.  Olive Jeffrey provided an abundance of purple ground cover.  Queenie Fuller, who operated a plant/flower nursery near Halfway Lake, donated numerous bulbs over a period of time, plus sold shrubs to the Women’s Institute at cost. Doreen Muise is another individual who has made significant plant contributions to the garden.  Fayealene Crowell, often referred to as the ‘village historian’, was a great supporter of the garden.
	Another 20 years went by before a second revamp was required. In the spring of 2025, the Kemptville Better-ment Society (KBS) stepped up to begin this undertaking. Primary drivers behind this initiative were Paulette Sweeney-Goodwin and Robert Zwicker.  The garden was cleaned up and prepared for planting in the early summer.  Also, Paulette took on the painstaking task of rebuilding most of the rock wall, which was in poor condition.  She also acquired a complementary variety of plants.  KBS provided annuals and some perennials, along with a few shrubs.  Various residents donated plants from their own gardens. The picture below shows the completed garden facelift in summer 2025.


	7
	
	8
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Above picture provided by Robert Zwicker.

	Special thanks to everyone who participated in any way to this transformation, especially those who faithfully watered and weeded the garden throughout this incredibly dry summer - Sharon Crowell, Natasha Ring, Greg Robb and Rita LeBlanc.  Also, thank you to Pastor Kevin Jamieson for allowing us to use water from the nearby United Baptist Church to keep the garden looking beautiful. 

RAFFLEBOX

KBS has joined forces with Yarmouth County Com-munity Centre's 50/50 online cash raffle to raise funds for local initiatives through Rafflebox.  To participate, access Rafflebox through the KBS Facebook page or log on to  www.rafflebox.ca/raffle/yarmouth-co-community.  Select the Kemptville Betterment Society from the dropdown list and purchase tickets.
***
	
	GENERAL NEWS

NEW RECYCLING REGULATIONS FOR 
ARGYLE MUNICIPALITY RESIDENTS

	As of December 1, 2025, new recycling procedures exist within Argyle Municipality.  On that date, Nova Scotia’s new Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) regulations took effect.  These changes shift the responsi-bility for recycling packaging and paper products to the companies that produce or sell them.  
	The Municipalities of Clare, Digby, Argyle and the Town of Digby have opted into the new system, meaning curbside recycling will continue as it does now.  Yarmouth Municipality has not yet opted into this system.
	More items are now accepted in blue bag curbside recycling within Argyle Municipality.  These new items include:
· multi-layer paper containers:
· paper beverage cups (hot and cold)
· ice cream cartons
· cookie dough spiral cans
· frozen juice spiral cans
· potato chip spiral cans
· plastic tubes:
· toothpaste
· deodorant
· hand cream
· small plastic packaging:
· bottles / pumps
· candy & gum containers
· pails
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	· garden pots
· seedling trays

	Items no longer accepted in Curbside Recycling include:
· books (donate or reuse)
· pots and pans (donate or take to a scrap metal depot)

	Day-to-day recycling routines have not changed:
· continue using blue bags;
· set them out on your regular collection day; and
· contact Waste Check with any questions.

MINIMUM WAGE INCREASES

	It was announced in a recent provincial government news release that the minimum wage will be increased in 2026.  The Minimum Wage Review Committee recommended two increases for 2026.  As a result, Nova Scotia’s minimum wage will increase to $16.75 per hour on April 1, and to $17 per hour on October 1.  The current rate is $16.50 per hour.

ASSISTANCE FOR NEW AND EXISTING FARMERS

	The province is launching a new program to help new farmers and growing agricultural producers access farmland to start or grow their business.
	The Program for Accessing Agricultural Land will be delivered by the Nova Scotia Farm Loan Board.  This three-year pilot program includes:

a low-cost land leasing option to support new farmers and farmers who want to expand their farms;

	
	· a second land leasing option that allows farmers to build equity for a future purchase;
· deferred financing to support farm growth in the early years; and
· startup loans for land, equipment and livestock to help new farmers.

	More information on the program is available at https://nsfarmloan.ca/program-for-accessing-agricultural-land.  Guidelines and applications will be available on the site in mid-January.

LOW-COST BANK ACCOUNTS 

	As of December 1, Canadians can access bank accounts costing no more than $4 per month.
	The Financial Consumer Agency of Canada (FCAC) announced in June that 14 federally regulated financial institutions, including Canada’s six largest banks, have signed on to and implemented the modernized Commitment on Low-Cost and No-Cost Accounts, otherwise referred to as the “Commitment”.
	Financial institutions that have signed on to the Commitment must prominently display information about the availability of low-cost and no-cost accounts in-branch and online and have trained staff about these account options.
	Under the modernized Commitment, Canadians can access low-cost accounts offering up to 50 percent more debit transactions per month.  These include widely-used transaction types such as electronic fund transfer (ie, Interac e-Transfers).  More groups are eligible for accounts costing $0 per month, including newcomers to Canada in 
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	their first year, plus at least one of the following groups, to be selected by each signatory:
· Indigenous peoples;
· Canadians receiving social assistance payments from select provincial or territorial programs; and / or
· recipients of the Disability Tax Credit (DTC) and / or their supporting family member.
	
	The FCAC’s mandate is to supervise the compliance of federally regulated financial entities, including banks, with their legislative obligations, codes of conduct and public commitments and to strengthen the financial literacy of Canadians.  Canadians can access FCAC’s unbiased and factual information and tools to make informed financial decisions, including planning your finances at different life stages, choosing a financial advisor, making a budget and managing your money in challenging times.
	FCAC encourages Canadians to shop around for banking products and services that meet their needs.  FCAC provides useful and unbiased resources to help consumers make informed financial decisions, including a Bank Account Comparison Tool and information about:
· low-cost and no-cost accounts;
· choosing financial products and services;
· transferring projects or services to another financial institution; and 
· choosing a financial institution.

          More information can be found at the website for Financial Consumer Agency of Canada.


	
	NEW WEATHER ALERT SYSTEM

	Environment and Climate Change Canada is the country’s official source for severe weather alerts.  On    
November 26, 2025, that Department announced an important update to its national weather alert program, designed to make weather information clearer for Canadians.
	A new colour-coded system will make it easier to quickly understand the severity of extreme weather and its expected risk at a glance.  This new system is part of the ongoing modernization of our public weather program and aligns with best practices worldwide, including those promoted by the World Meteorological Organization.
	Each type of weather alert – Warnings, Advisories, and Watches – now includes a colour, ranging from yellow, to orange, to red to show the seriousness of the weather event:
· Yellow alerts are the most common.  They are issued when hazardous weather may cause damage, disruption, or health impacts.  Impacts are likely moderate,  localized, and / or short-term.
· Orange alerts are less common.  They are issued when severe weather is likely to cause significant damage, disruption, or health impacts.  Impacts can be major, widespread, and / or may last a few days.
· Red alerts are rare.  They are issued when very dangerous and possibly life-threatening weather will cause extreme damage and disruption.  Impacts have the potential to be extensive, widespread and 
prolonged.
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	          Weather alerts can be issued for a wide range of hazards, including weather like thunderstorms, rain or snow, blowing snow, wind and heat.  There may be situations where multiple weather alerts occur simultaneously for the same area.  They will be prioritized by colour, with the most severe alert displayed first.  	
	For reference, historical “red” weather events include the 1998 ice storm in Ontario and Quebec that crippled electrical transmission towers; the 2020 snow storm that buried St. John’s, Newfoundland; and the 2021 atmospheric river in British Columbia that severely damaged highways.  
	For the latest forecasts and severe weather alerts, Canadians can visit Canada.ca/Weather or download the WeatherCAN mobile app, which is available for free for Android and iOS devices.

CRA’S 100-DAY SERVICE IMPROVEMENT PLAN

	The 100-Day Service Plan was introduced in response to overwhelming service pressures that failed to live up to Canadians’ expectations.  It was rooted in four priority areas – improving call response, expanding digital self-service tools, addressing the root causes of service issues, and accelerating service modernization.	
	On December 11, the Taxpayers’ Ombudsperson released a statement relating to the 100-day plan .  The statement noted that taxpayers can expect improvements in a number of areas, such as the percent of calls answered.  However, there are still areas that require continued attention, including significant delays in processing complex T1 adjustment requests.

	
	          As the plan concludes, CRA is reporting meaningful progress across all areas.  Call wait times have decreased, digital services are enhanced to make access easier for Canadians, and individuals and businesses receive more efficient support navigating the tax system. A detailed list of improvements can be found at: https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/campaigns/100-day-service-improvement-plan.html.
***
HEALTH AND SAFETY

PATIENT SUMMARY NOW AVAILABLE IN
YourHealthNS

	The provincial government announced at the end of November that Nova Scotians can now access a summary of their medical information through the YourHealthNS app.
	A new function on the app allows users to create and share a summarized version of their medical records with a healthcare advisor or another person they trust.  This secure summary could include allergies and intoler-ances, medical conditions, diagnostic imaging, immune-zations, lab tests, medications and hospital visits and stays.
	The summary is generated from the secure provincial electronic health record.  This is the same record that provides Nova Scotians access to view their health infor-mation through YourHealthNS.  The summary includes health data from hospitals, primary care, pharmacy and virtual care.  The information is private and secure and can only be accessed by the user.
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	To share a summary of their medical history, patients must log in to YourHealthNS and generate a unique secure link that can be sent by e-mail or text.  Patients must create and share a PIN with the recipient to unlock the summary.  Patients can also generate a CR code on their phone to share with a health care provider in person.
  	Patient summaries expire 24 hours after they are created, but patients can recall and delete them at any time.  Patients are encouraged to speak with their intended recipient about whether they would like to view their summary and how.
	News releases regarding YourHealthNS are available at  https://news.novascotia.ca/search/all?field_topics=324.

NEW PLATFORM TO IMPROVE DELIVERY
OF HOME CARE
	The Nova Scotia government announced recently that AlayaCare Inc, a Canadian technology company specializing in cloud-based solutions for  home and community  care, will design and implement a new platform to enhance information sharing and coordination to support those delivering and receiving home and community care services.
	Expected to be live in mid-2027, the platform will allow for faster, more efficient scheduling, and people receiving care and their families will be able to view upcoming appointments.  
	This project will be completed at a cost of $19 million over a five-year period.  About 40,000 Nova Scotians receive support through the provincial home care program, including home nursing and support, nursing care in community clinics, equipment and funding programs.
	
	PROTECTING VICTIMS ACT

	On December 9, 2025, the Federal Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada announced the introduction of the Protecting Victims Act.  This represents one of the most consequential reforms of the Criminal Code in a generation.  The aim of this proposed legislation is to protect victims and survivors of sexual violence, gender-based violence, intimate partner violence, and to keep our kids safe from predators.
	The intent of this act is to stop intimate partner violence and femicide by:
· making murder motivated by hate first-degree, including femicide;
· criminalize coercive control to facilitate intervention before intimate partner violence turns lethal; and
· modernize sexual violence protections.

	As for keeping our kids safe from predators, the following is being proposed:
· put child predators behind bars;
· crack down on online sextortion; and
· protect youth from being exploited into criminal activity.
	As with all legislation, this proposed act must go through several processes prior to receiving Royal assent and becoming law.

COOKING THROUGH THE HOLIDAYS

	The following information was obtained from the Canada Safety Council website.  National Home Fire Safety Week was held from November 24 – 30.  
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	          The most common cause of  home fires isn’t candles or Christmas Trees; instead, it is unattended cooking.  One in three home fires start in the kitchen.
          As the holiday season arrives, kitchens across Canada will heat up with family feasts, late-night baking sessions, and the occasional “experimental” recipe.  Unfortunately, this is also when cooking-related fires spike, often turning celebration into catastrophe within seconds.
	The fix isn’t complicated.  It’s awareness, attention, and a little bit of common sense.
	Stay with your station.  Most kitchen fires start when cooks step away “just for a minute”.  Grease can ignite faster than you can unwrap a stick of butter.  If you must leave the room, even briefly, turn off the stove or ask someone to keep watch.  Multitasking and open flames are an awful pairing.
	Control your chaos.  Clutter is a quiet saboteur.  Keep oven mitts, utensils, packaging, and towels well clear of heat sources.  Wipe up oil splatter as it happens; residue buildup can ignite later, long after the meal’s over.  And if you’re deep-frying, use a thermometer and stay below 175o C (350o F).  After all, hot oil doesn’t need an invitation to explode.
	Dress for the task.  Flowing sleeves, scarves, and polyester blends make fine holiday fashion but poor fire-resistant gear.  Opt for fitted clothing or roll sleeves snugly.  It takes just one brush of fabric across a burner to start a chain reaction you’ll remember for all the wrong reasons. 
          Watch the kids and pets.  Keep children away from stoves and ovens.  Children often want to feel included in this element of the holidays, so give them age-appropriate 
	
	tasks like washing, stirring, and setting the table.  Regard-less of what those tasks may be, stove-related activities are generally not recommended for children, especially in potentially hectic or high-traffic situations like the holidays.  House pets, too, are known to take advantage of the chaos and try to scoop up any food that might be dropped.  This in turn creates a tripping hazard, as a busy kitchen may not afford room to notice or react to the pet.  Because of this, it is always a good idea to maintain constant supervision of our furry friends and keep them out of the way.
	Know how to react.  If a pan ignites, never move it.  Smother it with a metal lid or baking sheet and kill the heat.  Baking soda can help with small grease fires; water will only make things worse.  Make sure every adult in the household knows where the fire extinguisher is and how to use it – and, of course, that it actually works.  A little prevention goes a long way.  But should these preparations still lead to the worst-case scenario, be sure to have an exit plan.
	The holidays are about warmth, not flames.  A little caution keeps the focus where it belongs:  on friends, family, and food that stays safely on the plate.


***
DO YOU KNOW ….. We continue the story of former North Kemptville resident Fannie Burrell Hatfield’s trip to Alberta starting in 1912 to visit her brother Bowman Burrell, who is referred to in Fannie’s journal as “Bom”.
	In last month’s segment, Fannie returned to Bittern Lake, where she, Bom and Mr. Adams came down with smallpox.  Fannie was once again quarantined!
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	           Written November 15th, 1914 – memories of the remainder of my western trip.
	It was a very cold, late spring and often there were snow squalls.  One day several inches of hail fell.  It looked so queer, chunks of ice as large as marbles dancing merrily against things.
	The day after we were out of jail, I rode my horse, which has been given the name Dick, over to Camrose and mailed over thirty letters which were written during our imprisonment.  It was nice to be a free citizen again.  I also telephoned to a friend in Wetaskiwin that we were at liberty.
	While we were quarantined, a big tall man, Mr. Wobbel, called at our door and almost entered.   I said “Oh, no, you mustn’t come in, for we are quarantined for smallpox.”  He drew back and laughed, but said he wasn’t afraid as he had had the disease years before.  I saw the same man a year later, at a “sale” and the moment he spied me, he walked up to me and said, “You are the girl who once turned me away from your door.”  I remembered and laughed with him and told him he was welcome now.
	Our crops grew and flourished very well.  Part of my garden seeds didn’t come up.  Mother had sent me a big lot of chrysanthemum seeds and they grew and bloomed beautifully.  The mignonette also was very nice and the bachelor buttons were lovely.  The pansies, nasturtiums and sweet peas didn’t amount to much because the dog rolled about too much on them.  The vegetables grew quite well for a while, but seemed to have such a queer fuzzy appearance that we didn’t know what was the matter.  At last we discovered that the gophers were eating  
	
	them and I set traps and caught sixteen gophers.  The garden flourished better after that, but I hated to kill them.  One day I sold 10 cents worth of onions to a young English lad who was working on the track.  They would “help down a bit o’ dinner,” he said in his queer broad way.
	Little Russel Miers, Mr. Fetzner’s grandson, came down and spent two weeks with us.  He was an amusing, mischievous little rascal.  He set traps and caught over 100 gophers around the different parts of the field where the crop was planted.  One day while he was there, we went to “Dried Meat Lake” fishing.  Bom and I had been there one day once before, and caught ten.  We wanted Miss Chant to go with us (the girl at the next house up the track) but she had to hunt eggs.
	So on the 30th of June, a number of us went.  There was Nellie and Aggie Chapman, Percy Paull, Bom, Russel and I.  We had two horses and a Democrat and what a glorious time we had that day.  It was ten miles there, but we “dinna care”, as Grandma Sawyer would say.  We took my camera along, but as we only had two empty places on the film, our pictures weren’t much of a success.  We also took my “22” rifle along, and that mischievous Percy kept firing it all the way down until the horses were nearly frightened out of their skins.  It was a very sunny, sizzling hot day, so we had a good coat of sunburn on at night.
          We were rather late getting there and so didn’t get good boats.  Another party, the Neils, were ahead of us, and Mrs. Martin had hired her boats to them.  The Neils lent us their boats while they were eating dinner and we caught one measly small thing.  After dinner, Bom, Russel and Nellie found a rather “tipsy” boat and went out in it in 
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	the blazing sun.  They didn’t get anything until it cooled off, when they got two.  Percy, Aggie and I then got one of the boats from the Neils and went out.  I caught one nice one, and Percy took it in his hands to kill it after it was off the hook, and of course it slipped through his fingers and went overboard.  We felt like shaking him, but it was very comical.  We didn’t get any more fish and the others had a big laugh at us.  We had their fish for supper, fried, and afterwards, made haste to start home.  All the way, Russell sang song and amused us.  We laughed until we were so tired we could scarcely move.  It was a glorious day and one long to be remembered.  We got home at ten o’clock, oh so tired.
	Next day, July 1st, we and the Chapman crowd went up to Bittern Lake “Sports”.  Jim Eels took Tennie Chapman, Percy took me, and Bom and Russell took the rest of the crowd.  We had a merry time, but the sports only consisted of a ball game and a few running races.  A heavy storm seemed brewing, so Jim, Teenie, Percy and I started for home.  The others wanted to stay a little longer, and were undecided about staying to the open-air dance.  We drove home as rapidly as possible and got the chickens and cows in and drove the cattle off the tracks before the storm came.  We only got a very light shower, but when Bom and Russell got home a few hours later, oh what a sight they were!  They said the hail was as big as marbles and then turned to one of the most terrific rain-storms they ever were out in.  They drove as fast as they could and  in con-sequence, their faces were just covered with mud and their clothes were almost ruined.  I shall never forget it.  Nearly all the next day I was busy cleaning clothes.
	
	We broke a colt named Daisy, for Mr. Chapman.  It was a very slow, quiet thing, so the boys made me try it as soon as they got the “raw edge” off it.  It didn’t try any tricks at all and after a little while, I had to work to make it trot.  Bom bought a new colt from Mr. Kinsman, named Topsy.  He had a hard time breaking her, as she had been running wild nearly all of her four years of life.  She used to stand straight up on her hind legs when Bom mounted her, and one day she nearly went up over a straw-stack, almost trampling on Mr. Adams.  He escaped with only a bad scare, however.  One day she threw Bom off and he nearly broke his ankle.  He was a long time recovering from it.  As soon as he could ride her half decently, he made me mount her.  He held her, and although I was very frightened, I didn’t get a tumble.  Bom and Dick and Topsy and I had a race for half a mile.  Of course Topsy won because she is so much longer-legged than little Dick, but oh how frightened I was!  I wasn’t accustomed to riding them, and never had moved so fast before, but by an especial act of Providence, I stayed in the saddle.  It was a good lesson, and although I didn’t recover my breath for several days, I was never afraid of Topsy again.  During the fall she got so quiet that I could saddle her and mount her at any time myself.
(To be continued in the next Newsletter.)

***
Editors’ Note:  Editors are Robert & Lila Zwicker, who may be contacted at 902-761-2274 or kemptville.newsletter@gmail.com.  An electronic version is available at www.kemptville200ns.com.  


***
SUBMISSIONS FOR THE NEXT EDITION ARE DUE
JANUARY 20, 2026.
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