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FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor:  Reverend Edward Burrill
	Location:  349 North Kemptville Road
Telephone:  1-902-354-7390

Sundays

Worship Service – 2:00 pm

***
KEMPTVILLE UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH

	Pastor:  Reverend Kevin Jamieson	
	Location:  16 North Kemptville Road
	Email:  kemptvilleubchurch@gmail.com
Telephone:  Church - 902-761-2050
	Residence - 902-761-2424
Facebook:  @kemptubchurch
Sundays

Worship Service – 11:00 am

Wednesdays 

Prayer Meeting – 7:00 pm

KEMPTVILLE FUSION JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP

	The Kemptville Fusion Junior Youth Group is being held Tuesday evenings from 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm for elementary school aged children.  
	Join us for games, snacks, Bible lesson, and so much more at the Kemptville United Baptist Church.  A canteen
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	exists, with all items $3.00 or less.  
	Follow us on Facebook:  Kempt Fusion Youth.  For more information, contact Emma Surette at 902-740-7475 or emma.surette123@gmail.com.

KEMPTVILLE FUSION YOUTH GROUP

	The Kemptville Fusion Youth Group meetings occur  Thursdays, from 6:30 – 8:00 pm.  This group is for junior and senior high aged youth.  
	Join us for games, snacks, Bible lesson, and so much more at the Kemptville United Baptist Church.  A canteen exists, with all items $3.00 or less.  
	Follow us on Facebook:  Kempt Fusion Youth.  For more information, contact Emma Surette at 902-740-7475 or emma.surette123@gmail.com.

COFFEE TIME

	Coffee Time will be held Tuesday, February 10, at 9:30 am, at the UB Church Vestry.  All residents are welcome to attend.
FOOD BANK

	Non-perishable donations may be dropped off for the Food Bank at the church or arrangements made to have items picked up.  Contact Carolyn Foote, 902-749-7464, or Marge Parker, 902-761-2269, for more infor-mation.

***
VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor:  Reverend Joey Ring
Location:  1920 Highway 203, Kemptville
Telephone :  Church – 902-761-2562
	
	Sundays
Sunday School – 10:00 am  
Morning Service – 11:00 am
Evening Service – 6:00 pm 

Wednesdays
Evening Service – 7:30 pm

***
!! HAPPY BIRTHDAY !!
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	Happy Birthday to the following individuals who are celebrating a birthday during the month of February:




	08 – Olive Jeffery
	22 – Derek Mood

	09 – Harold Crowell
	22 – Lloyd Allen

	14 – Blair Crowell
	23 – Roger Crowell

	14 – Gail Crowell
	24 – Doreen Muise

	17 – Scott Ring
	24 – Doug Allen

	20 – Callie Hurlburt
	27 – Randy Mood

	
	27 – Stephanie Hanf





!! HAPPY ANNIVERSARY !!

	07 – Mitch & Bridget Kerr
	15 - Norm & Marge Parker



	If the name of any individuals living within our community is missing from the above list, please provide details as outlined on the last page of the Newsletter.

***
KEMPTVILLE DISTRICT 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
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KDVFD MONTHLY MEETING

	The Firefighters’ Monthly Meeting will be held February 3, at 7:00 pm.

KDVFD MONTHLY TRAINING SESSION

	The Firefighters’ Monthly Training Session will be held February 10, at 7:00 pm.

SUPPORT KDVFD THROUGH
RAFFLEBOX

	If you would like to support the KDVFD, you can do so by purchasing 50/50 tickets at rafflebox.ca/raffle/nsfd.  Be sure to select the Kemptville Volunteer Fire Department as the department you wish to support when purchasing tickets.

NEW VOLUNTEERS

Any resident interested in joining the KDVFD is to contact Chief Bruce Gates at 902-761-2683.

***
KDVFD RATE PAYERS’ MEETING

	The Kemptville District Volunteer Fire Department is replacing Engine 1 - our main pumper.  This truck needs to be replaced due to its age and condition.  The Fire Depart-ment is asking property owners within Kemptville to assist in paying for the truck by supporting an area rate of 5 cents per hundred dollars ($0.05/$100) of assessed property value each year for a six-year period.  If the truck is paid 
	
	off early, the area rate will cease.
          This request will be voted on by property owners at a Rate Payers’ Meeting scheduled for March 3, 2026, 7:00 pm, at the Fire Hall.  All individuals who own property in the Kemptville area are encouraged to attend.
                		- Chief Bruce E. Gates and the 
			   Kemptville Volunteer Firefighters

***
COMMUNITY POTLUCK BREAKFAST
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	The next monthly community potluck breakfast is scheduled for February 7, 2026, starting 10:00 am, at the United Baptist Church vestry.  All residents are welcome to attend!
	For further information, contact Barb Robb at 902-761-3460 or Robert Zwicker at 902-761-2274.

***
VALENTINE’S DAY
“SONGS OF LOVE”
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	An evening of “Songs of Love” to celebrate Valentine’s Day will be held February 14 7:00 pm at the United Baptist Church.  Coffee, tea and treats will be provided.  A collection will be taken to assist the Carleton School lunch program.
	Bring your loved ones!
 
***
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Original German

Pretzels, Buns, Pastries and more!

A taste you won’t forget!!

Fridays …....... from  4.00 pm  to  7.00  pm
Saturdays ..... from  3.00 pm  to  6.00  pm

3088 Highway 203, East Kemptville

	
	GENERAL NEWS

NOVA SCOTIA HERITAGE DAY
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	Celebrated the third Monday in February, Nova Scotia Heritage Day honours remarkable people, places and events that significantly impacted the heritage of this province.  This year, Nova Scotia Heritage Day will be held Monday, February 16, and will honour Joseph William (Willie) Comeau.  
	Details relating to Willie Comeau are not yet available from the Nova Scotia Heritage Day website.  Regardless, details of his life are available from other sites.
	Willie Comeau was born on March 12, 1876, in Comeauville.  He was a son of the late Louis Comeau and Catherine Bourneuf and educated at College Saint-Anne.
	Willie served as MLA for Digby County from 1907 –1925, and again from 1928 until 1949.  Willie served as a minister without portfolio in the province’s Executive Council from 1911 – 1917, from 1921 – 1925, and from 1933 – 1948.  He was also a member of the Nova Scotia Legislative Council from 1925 to 1928.  
	Prime Minister William Lyon Mackenzie King appointed Mr. Comeau as a Senator for Nova Scotia on 
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	December 1, 1948, sitting for the area of Clare and serving until January 10, 1966.  He passed away January 11, 1966, at the age of 89 in Yarmouth.
	Throughout his life, Willie Comeau was a champion for the preservation and recognition of Acadian history and culture; thus, his selection to be honoured on the 2026 Nova Scotia Heritage Day.

FEBRUARY IS BLACK HISTORY MONTH

	Each year, Black History Month honours the experiences, achievements and enduring contributions of Black communities in Canada, while deepening our collective understanding of their history and impact on Canadian society.
	Earlier this month, the Federal Minister of Canadian Identify and Culture announced this year’s theme:  “30 Years of Black History Month:  Honouring Black Brilliance Across Generations – From Nation Builders to Tomorrow’s Visionaries”.  This theme celebrates three decades of Black History Month in Canada and recognizes the enduring legacy of Black Canadians, whose leadership, creativity, innovation and resilience have shaped our past, continue to influence our present, and will inspire future gener-ations.
	This announcement was made at the Black Cultural Centre for Nova Scotia, a hub that showcases and preserves, promotes and celebrates the history, culture and contributions of African Nova Scotians.  It is located in Cherry Brook, just outside Dartmouth.  Funding totalling $280,000 was also announced for nine projects in the Atlantic Region that will highlight Black History Month.
	
	
	          Throughout February, Canadians are invited to learn more about and celebrate the diversity and accomplish-ments of Black Canadians across the country.  Black History Month is also a time to reflect on Canada’s painful history and the systemic barriers that Black communities continue to face, including anti-Black racism and discrimination, and to reaffirm our shared responsibility to address them.  Communities across the country are invited to join in honouring Black excellence in Canada and celebrating the remarkable contributions that Black Canadians make to society every day.

INCOME ASSISTANCE RATES INCREASE

	Nova Scotians receiving income assistance will see their payments increase this year, marking the second year that rates have been indexed to inflation.  Payments will increase by 1.6 percent in 2026.
	Disability Support Program participants receiving the standard household rate will also see an increase of 1.6 percent.
	Income assistance payments increased by 3.1 percent in 2025.

2026 NOVA SCOTIA HEAT FUND

	The Home Energy Assistance Top-up (HEAT) Fund is now open for applications.
	For more than 20 years, this program has offered vital support to Nova Scotians facing challenges with home heating costs during the winter season.  Thanks to the combined efforts of the Government of Nova Scotia and Nova Scotia Power, along with generous contributions from 
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	employees and customers, the HEAT fund provides assistance to more families each year.  The Salvation Army administers the HEAT Fund in Nova Scotia.
	You may apply to the HEAT Fund if:
· You live in Nova Scotia
· Your household has not received HEAT Fund assistance in the last calendar year
· You are experiencing an emergency heating situation
· You live within the following income thresholds:
· $29,000 for single-person households
· $47,703 for 2 – 4 person households
· $67,937 for households of 5 or more individuals.
	Documents and personal information needed for the application include:
· Heating source receipt or bill
· Proof of income (including child tax benefits)
· Heating supplier name and account number
	The HEAT Fund opened January 12, 2026, and will continue until funds are depleted.  Approved applicants will receive one-time assistance of up to $400, depending on the amount required.
	The application form is available at:  https://salvationarmy.ca/atlantic/heatfund/.

INTERNET AND CELLPHONE SERVICE 
INFORMATION

	The Canadian Radio-television and Telecommuni-cations Commission (CRTC) announced in January that it is taking action to make it easier for Canadians to find
	
	information about Internet and cellphone services.
          The CRTC and Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada (ISED) both play a role in helping ensure that Canadians have access to these essential services.  As part of its regulatory role, the CRTC collects data from service providers about their networks, including where services are available.  This data is shared with ISED, who uses it for their National Broadband Map.
	To assist Canadians find the services that best meet their needs and to address cellphone coverage gaps, the CRTC is taking two key steps.
	First, the CRTC approved a request on January 15 to provide Canadians with more detailed data on the service providers, technologies, and speeds available in their area.  This will make it easier for Canadians to compare options and make informed decisions, and will support future investments to improve connectivity across Canada.
	Second, the CRTC is launching a public consultation to improve how cellphone coverage data is collected and reported.  This will help service providers, governments, public safety organizations and Canadians better identify where coverage is strong and where improvements are needed.  These improvements will also make it more efficient for service providers to submit data.
	The CRTC is accepting comments until March 16, 2026.  Interested persons can participate by:
· filling out the online form;
· writing to the Secretary General, CRTC, Gatineau, Quebec, K1A 0N2; or
· sending a fax to 819-994-0218.
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	All comments will form part of the public record and will inform the CRTC’s decision.
	The CRTC is responsible for implementing the Telecommunications Act and regulating telecommuni-cations service providers.  ISED is responsible for setting the telecommunications policy for Canada and managing the frequencies used by companies to offer cellphone services.  The National Broadband Map is published and maintained by ISED.  

***
HEALTH AND SAFETY

LONG TERM CARE HOMES – 
CUPE AND NS GOVERNMENT NEGOTIATIONS 

	The Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE) says over 30 long-term care homes in Nova Scotia have voted in favour of strike mandates over the past few months.
	CUPE started taking strike votes with long-term workers in the last quarter of 2025 due to stalled negotiations with the provincial government over wages.  The union says it is also seeking improved recruitment and retention.
	CUPE and the provincial government are scheduled to return to the bargaining table relating to long-term care workers at the end of January.  
	In a recent report, the province’s auditor general said the government spent more than $1.3 billion on long-term care and senior services in 2024-2025.

HOME FIRES

	The following article was obtained from the Red Cross website.  Although some of this information has 
	
	been addressed previously, a refresher is always welcome.
          One of the most common emergencies experienced by Canadians is a fire in their home. In Canada, house fires are most likely to occur between December and March.
	The most common causes of house fires are cooking (leaving the stove unattended), improperly extinguishing cigarettes and candles left unattended. The best way to protect yourself and your family from a home fire is to follow these steps:
· Check your smoke and carbon monoxide alarms every month.
· Know and practice your evacuation plan.
· Get out and STAY OUT - never return to a burning building.
Before
· The key to staying safe is to prepare and to have an emergency plan in place.
· Install smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors on every level of your home. Test the alarms every month and replace the batteries twice a year, at daylight savings time (March and November). 
· If you are a tenant, test your evacuation plan with your landlord and neighbours.
· If you live in a high-rise building, know how to evacuate the building. Use stairs instead of the elevator. 
· Make sure everyone knows where the fire extinguishers are kept.
Prevent Fires:
· Clean chimneys annually.
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	· Keep flammable items at least one metre from heat sources, such as space heaters, fireplaces and the stove.
· Never smoke in bed.
· Never leave candles unattended. 
· Stay in the kitchen when using the stove top. If you have to leave the room, turn off the stove.
· Talk to children about the dangers of fire and keep lighters and matches out of reach.
· Most home fires happen during the holiday period and the winter months. Christmas trees can get very dry when inside and can catch fire very easily. Make sure you water the tree regularly and use approved lights.
· Learn fire safety techniques and teach them to your family regularly. Make sure everyone is familiar with the technique “STOP, DROP, AND ROLL” in case clothing catches on fire.
· Show children the alarms and practice what to do if the alarms sound.
· Talk with your family and neighbours about what you would do during a house fire.
· Have practice drills with your family, so you know what to do and are prepared.
· Make a personalized preparedness emergency kit. Families should be prepared to be self-sustaining for at least three days.
· If you have dipped into your emergency kit and food supply, replenish it as soon as reasonably possible.


	
	During
· Get out and stay out. Follow your escape plan. Do not stop.
· If closed doors or handles are warm, use an alternate exit.
· Crawl under low smoke.
· If smoke, heat or flames block your exit, stay in the room with the doors closed. Place a wet towel under the door and call 9-1-1. Open a window and wave a brightly coloured cloth or use a flashlight to signal for help.
· Once you are outside, go to your designated meeting place and then send one person to call the fire department. If you cannot get to your meeting place, follow your family emergency communication plan.
After
· Only re-enter your home if you are authorized by officials to do so. 
· Check on vulnerable family members, friends and neighbours who may require special assistance.
· Have injuries treated by a medical professional. 
· Contact your local government office for help in finding temporary housing if you cannot stay in your home due to fire damage. 
· Contact your insurance company, if necessary. 
· Take precautions while cleaning your property. Wear protective gear including boots, safety glasses and rubber gloves when cleaning up. 
· Household items often take several cleanings to be 
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	rid of smoke odours, soot and stains. Take an inventory of ruined furniture, appliances, books, etc, for insurance purposes and keep all receipts related to living expenses, repairs, etc.
· Ensure your food and water is safe. Discard any food that may have been exposed to heat, smoke or soot and do not use water that may be contaminated. 
· For more information on what to do after a fire, download our Guide to Fire Recovery. 

[bookmark: _Hlk154162131][bookmark: _Hlk156838618]***
[bookmark: _Hlk154161986][bookmark: _Hlk184835465][bookmark: _Hlk156838466]DO YOU KNOW … . We continue the story of former North Kemptville resident Fannie Burrell Hatfield’s trip to Alberta starting in 1912 to visit her brother Bowman Burrell, who is referred to in Fannie’s journal as “Bom”.
[bookmark: _Hlk206851293]	Last month, Fannie was released after being quarantined once again.  Their crops were doing well and a group went to Dried Meat Lake for the day, and later attended the Bittern Lake Sports day on July 1.  Fannie also experienced breaking-in a colt and racing with Bom on their horses, Dick and Topsy.  

	One day in the summer, Bom and I went to help George Tate and his father to “brand” their cattle.  We didn’t find them for quite a while, and had a hard time getting them in a bunch and driving them to the corral at Mr. Tate’s.  They went in among the popular and willow groves so that we had a very difficult time with them.  It was new work to me and as it was a very hot day, I got rather tired.  The men didn’t mind it, though.  There were over seventy head, but they only had to brand 20 young calves.  Mr. Tate built the fire and heated the irons, while the boys did the work.  They lassoed the animal, then stretched it out flat on the ground, tying its head and its hind feet and fore feet so as to keep it from kicking or 
	
	getting up.  It looked very cruel to me, but has to be done. Their mark was a T, so they had two different irons.  It was on the right fore shoulder.  After it was all over, we drove the cattle out on the prairies again, then went over with George to brand a few of his calves.  His wife was away but he insisted on us staying to supper.  He got it ready for us and we had quite a picnic before we went home to do our own chores.  That was the end of my first “round-up”. 
          Bom didn’t brand his cattle, but put an iron label in their right ear, marked with his name and address, also the quarter of land on which he is living.  Bom made a big corral of poplar poles.  He set most of the stakes in ground by digging holes, then hewed the ends of his poles and nailed them on until they were seven feet high.  We drove the cattle in there, shut both gates and went to work with the lasso.  I wasn’t of much use to him, only to help tie their legs.  We managed them all very well but two “muleys”.  They certainly were ugly cows, and we had a tussle with them.  As soon as they felt the pincers in their ears, they would kick and rear so that Bom couldn’t do anything.  After a long time, he at last got the “labels” in and pinced together, but we were glad there was only six cattle to be done.
	The range cattle used to get on the track a great deal, and we spent lots of time driving them off.  One day Dick and I were returning from a call when I saw twenty-five cattle upon the track.  So I rode up there, and just as we got in a very “ticklish” place between a deep slough on one side and big trees on the other, a freight train came along.  Dick was awfully frightened of the train and I was frightened of Dick, but he couldn’t turn without jumping 
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	into the slough, or going  through those trees.  It was a task to hold him steady but I made him stay.  That train didn’t get by any too quick for either of us.  The engineers and brakemen looked out of their windows and grinned at me, but I was too busy to pay much attention to them.  None of the cattle were hurt, and I drove them all off and wired the gate through which they had come.  A few days later a very fine three-year old steer was killed beside our slough.  Bom saw him there when he went for water.  The train had run over him and broken both his fore legs, then the men had got off and put a bullet through his brain.  We didn’t hear the racket, but the steer was there.   
	The section men reported it to headquarters next morning, the owner, Mr. Bush, was notified, a few “big” men of the company came out, and at last the steer was buried with the help of Bom and his horses.  Mr. Bush got $60 out of the steer.
	One evening, Bom took both horses and thirteen of us and went over to Camrose to see a balloon go up.  Percy Eels was the only man besides Bom, so you see there was quite a gathering of girls and women.  We had a jolly time.  It was rather interesting to watch the balloon go up until  it was just a tiny speck, then the man dropped down a short distance in one parachute, then opened another, and at last the third one before he reached ground.  He landed safely about a mile from town, and some acquaintances of ours, Mr. & Mrs. Jack Rhymer, brought him into town in their automobile. 
       There was a sort of small circus and a “merry-go-round” in the company, but they didn’t amount to much.  I had my first and only ride on a merry-go-round that night 
	
	to please Nellie.  It was very good, but one ride was plenty for me.  They rode several times.  Just a moment before we were ready for home, our horses (which Bom had just untied) started to run away, but Bom and another man caught them before any damage was done.  It was quite exciting for a second.  When we were all on board ready to go, the whole crowd and the circus people cheered us, and we waved back.  We were such a big, merry crowd that we attracted attention.  We sang songs and made so much noise going home that the cattle on the prairie thought we were crazy.   We took all our passengers down to Mr. Tate’s and returned home at 11 o’clock, after having a lunch of cake down there.  It was a lovely evening and we had a splendid time.

(To be continued in the next Newsletter.)

***
Editors’ Note:  Anyone wishing to have an item included in the News-
letter is to submit information no later than the 20th of the month for publication in the next edition.  Items may be provided by e-mail to kemptville.newsletter@gmail.com, dropped off or mailed to 3012 Highway 203, East Kemptville, B5A 5P5.  Please ensure your name and telephone number are provided with any submission.  To report errors, omissions or for more information, contact either Robert or Lila Zwicker at 902-761-2274 or at the above e-mail address.  An electronic version of the Newsletter is available at www.kemptville200ns.com.  


***
SUBMISSIONS FOR THE NEXT EDITION ARE DUE
FEBRUARY 20, 2026.
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