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FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor:  Reverend Edward Burrill
	Location:  349 North Kemptville Road
Telephone:  1-902-354-7390

Sundays

Worship Service – 2:00 pm

***
KEMPTVILLE UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH

	Pastor:  Reverend Kevin Jamieson	
	Location:  16 North Kemptville Road
	Email:  kemptvilleubchurch@gmail.com
Telephone:  Church - 902-761-2050
		           Residence - 902-761-2424
Facebook:  @kemptubchurch
Sundays

Worship Service – 11:00 am

Wednesdays 

Prayer Meeting – 7:00 pm


UBC YOUTH MEETINGS

	The Kemptville Fusion Junior Youth Group meetings are held on Tuesday evenings from 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm.  This group is for elementary school aged children.
	The Kemptville Fusion Youth Group meetings occur on Thursdays, from 6:30 – 8:00 pm.  This group is for junior 
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	and senior high aged youth.
	Join us for games, snacks, Bible lesson, and so much more at the Kemptville United Baptist Church.  A canteen exists, with all items $3.00 or less.
	Follow us on Facebook:  Kempt Fusion Youth.  For more information, contact Emma Surette at 902-740-7475 or emma.surette123@gmail.com.


SENIORS’ AFTERNOONS

	A Seniors’ Afternoon will be held on Monday April 27, from 1:30 – 4:00 pm.  Additionally, a Seniors’ Afternoon will be held on Monday, May 25, from 1:30 – 4:00 pm.  All seniors are welcome to attend.

FOOD BANK

	Non-perishable donations may be dropped off for the Food Bank at the church or arrangements made to have items picked up.  Contact Carolyn Foote, 902-749-7464, or Marge Parker, 902-761-2269, for more infor-mation.
***
VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor:  Reverend Joey Ring
Location:  1920 Highway 203, Kemptville
Telephone :  Church – 902-761-2562

Sundays
Sunday School – 10:00 am  
Morning Service – 11:00 am
Evening Service – 6:00 pm 

Wednesdays
Evening Service – 7:30 pm
***
	
	!! HAPPY BIRTHDAY !!
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          Happy Birthday to the following individuals who are celebrating a birthday during the month of May:

	04 – Sheila Sollows
	17 – Ginette Hurlburt

	06 – Kim Crowell
	24 – Carrie Allen

	07 – Wyatt Forrest
	24 – Elaine Greer

	07 – Mary Hanf
	24 – Jarrett Crowell

	08 – Phillip Crowell
	25 – Graydon Gray

	10 – Mary Burrill
12 – Paulette Sweeney-Goodwin
	26 – Jackson Forrest



!! HAPPY ANNIVERSARY !!
[image: ]
          Happy Anniversary to the following couples who are celebrating an anniversary during the month of May:

	01 – Scott & Linda Ring
	21 – Robert & Lila Zwicker

	19 – Rick & Paulette Goodwin
	24 – Anne & Roy Spinney



	If the names of any individuals living within our community are missing from the above lists, please provide details as outlined on the last page of the Newsletter.

***
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	KEMPTVILLE DISTRICT 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

[image: ]

KDVFD MONTHLY MEETING
          The Firefighters’ Monthly Meeting will be held May 5, 2026, at 7:00 pm.

KDVFD MONTHLY TRAINING SESSION

	The Firefighters’ Monthly Training Session will be held May 12, at 7:00 pm.

CALL-OUTS
	Tuesday, April 14, 8:45 pm – Fire Department responded to a report of a possible brush fire on Highway 203, East Kemptville.

SUPPORT KDVFD THROUGH
RAFFLEBOX

	If you would like to support the KDVFD, you can do so by purchasing 50/50 tickets at rafflebox.ca/raffle/nsfd.  Be sure to select the Kemptville Volunteer Fire Department as the department you wish to support when purchasing tickets.

NEW VOLUNTEERS

Any resident interested in joining the KDVFD is to contact Chief Bruce Gates at 902-761-2683.

***


	
		
YARMOUTH GARDEN CLUB

[image: Set of different plants in pots isolated on white background]
MAY PLANT SALE
Thursday, May 14, 2026
NSCC Burridge Campus 
Gymnasium Entrance
372 Pleasant Street
Yarmouth
5:00 to 7:00 PM

Please bring your own tote / box.
Many varieties of perennials such as, ornamental 
grasses, lilies, hostas,  ground covers, astilbes, 
Susans, phlox, irises, shrubs, bushes, vegetables, 
house plants and MUCH MORE.


ADMISSION $ 3.00
THERE WILL BE DOOR PRIZES

We’ll gladly take plant donations from anyone
 who has extra up to May 13. 
Please contact christina.lennox79@gmail.com.

New members are always welcome!




***
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	KEMPTVILLE LADIES’ AUXILIARY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

	The Kemptville Ladies’ Auxiliary will be holding its Annual General Meeting on Monday, May 4, 7:00 pm, at the Fire Hall.
	There will be an election to fill vacancies for President and Secretary.  If anyone wishes to be considered for these positions, please send an e-mail to the Nomi-nating Committee at rdemolitor@bellaliant.net or rdemolitor5@gmail.com.  Please include your name and phone number, along with a short explanation as to which position you would consider and why.  Deadline for submission is April 30, 2026.

***
LAKEVIEW CEMETERY - MAINTENANCE

	Lakeview Cemetery, located behind the United Baptist Church at “Kempt Corner”, is looking for someone to mow and whipper-snip this summer.  Mower, whipper-snipper, and gas are provided.  If interested, please contact Justin Gray at 902-761-2966 or Kendrick or Carolyn Mood at 902-761-2184.
***
EAST KEMPTVILLE MEETING HOUSE SOCIETY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

	The East Kemptville Meeting House Society will hold its Annual General Meeting on Saturday, May 2, 2026, 7:00 pm, at 3012 Highway 203, East Kemptville.  All members are encouraged to attend.
***

	
	KEMPTVILLE BETTERMENT SOCIETY
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
	The Kemptville Betterment Society will hold its Annual General Meeting (AGM) on Monday, April 27, 2026, 7:30 pm, at the United Baptist Church vestry.  All members and other interested persons residing in Kemptville are welcome to attend.

BAKE SALES TO SUPPORT KEMPT DAY CELEBRATION

	The Kemptville Betterment Society will be holding Bake Sales at the Yarmouth Mall on Thursday, April 30, and again on Thursday, May 28, beginning at 9:30 am.  All proceeds will be used to support the Kempt Day event on July 11 and other KBS community initiatives. 
           Anyone interested in supporting these events by baking goods is to contact Barb Robb at 902-761-3460 for further details.  See you at the Bake Sales!

COMMUNITY POTLUCK BREAKFAST
          The next monthly community potluck breakfast is scheduled for May 2, 2026, starting 10:00 am, at the United Baptist Church vestry.  All residents are welcome to attend!  For further information, contact Barb Robb at 902-761-3460 or Paulette Sweeney-Goodwin at 902-761-3310.

LAKEVIEW GARDEN SPRING/SUMMER PLANNING

          It’s garden cleanup and planning time for the growing season ahead!  Your help in this endeavour would be greatly appreciated.  You can help by making a donation
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	towards the purchase of seasonal flowers, offering to help with the spring cleanup or putting your name forth to water the plants this season. 
          To donate or offer your assistance, please contact Paulette Sweeney-Goodwin at 902-761-3310.

KEMPT DAY - SAVE THE DATE!
[image: ]

	The Kemptville Betterment Society will be hosting Kempt Day on Saturday, July 11, from 11 am to 3 pm at the
Kemptville Fire Hall.  This event will provide an oppor-tunity to bring our community together to enjoy a day of food, fun, games and music for everyone.  Funds raised will be used to support KBS community projects.  
	Watch for additional details on Kempt Day in coming issues of the Newsletter.  For questions or comments, contact Robert Zwicker at kemptville200ns@gmail.com. 
           Save the date on your calendar!                                 
***
GENERAL NEWS

NOVA SCOTIA POWER RATE INCREASE

	Nova Scotia Power asked the Nova Scotia Energy Board to approve a proposed rate increase for residential customers earlier this year.  The board advised Nova Scotia Power to modify its proposal and resubmit.  The revised proposed increase was submitted earlier this month.
          Nova Scotia Power’s new proposal reduced the requested increase over a two-year period from 8.1 per 
	
	cent to 7.1 per cent for residential customers.  An initial 3.1 per cent is expected to take effect once the energy board gives its final sign-off, with the remainder to take effect at the start of next year.
	Questions, including the implementation date for the new rates, remain to be answered.  Additionally, intervenors have an opportunity to weigh in before the board makes its final order relating to the proposed increase.
	Increased power rates are occurring across Canada according to an official of Electricity Canada.  Reasons for rate increases include improvements to electrical systems with more climate-resilient technologies, preparation for extreme weather events as seen in Nova Scotia, and increased demand for energy due to growing populations and the electrification of heating and transportation systems as part of the transition from fossil fuels.

REVIEW OF FEDERAL PRIVACY ACT

	On April 2, 2026, the federal government announced that a review of the Privacy Act is underway.
          The modernization of this Act proposes allowing the secure sharing and reuse of data across government programs when it benefits individuals or the public.  This includes establishing designated official sources of key data to reduce duplication and improve accuracy.
	Updates to the Act’s foundation would include recognizing privacy as a fundamental right, adding clear principals and definitions aligned with international standards, and harmonizing process for requests for personal information.  
           A policy paper providing detailed proposals is	
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	available online for review at: https://www.canada.ca/en/treasury-board-secretariat/services/access-information-privacy/access-information/privacy-act-modernization-policy-approaches/2026-review-privacy-act-policy-approaches.html.  Comments and feedback on the policy paper will be collected through the online submission form until July 10, 2026.  Consultation meetings will also be held with federal institutions and subject matter experts over the coming months.  A report consolidating the findings will be published in the winter of 2026-2027.

REASONS TO FILE YOUR INCOME TAX

	Many benefits provided by the federal government are dependent on the income information provided in your Income Tax and Benefit return.  For many, filing a tax return before the April 30 deadline is a necessary step to ensure their benefits are not interrupted.
	The following is a summary of benefits that are impacted by the filing of your income tax.

Canadian Dental Care Plan

	As announced on April 1, 2026, CDCP members must renew their coverage every year to maintain their eligibility and avoid any interruptions in coverage.  Important things to know about renewing CDCP coverage:
· Renewal can only be initiated once members have filed their Income Tax and Benefit return and received their 2025 Notice of Assessment from the Canada Revenue Agency.
· This year, the renewal period will run from April 15, 2026, until June 1, 2026, and renewal can be 
	
	      completed online or by telephone.
· To avoid potential interruptions in coverage, current plan members are strongly encouraged to renew their coverage by June 1, 2026.  Any dental services received during a gap in coverage will not be covered and will not be reimbursed retroactively.

Canada Disability Benefit  

	Service Canada is conducting annual reviews of clients’ information to confirm they are still eligible to receive CDB payments in 2026-2027.
· CDB clients (and if applicable, their partners) who have filed their taxes on time and still hold a valid disability tax credit will automatically remain eligible for payments from July 2026 to 2027.
· Payment amounts are based on the income declared on a client’s (and, if applicable, their partner’s) most recent tax return.

Old Age Security and Guaranteed Income Supplement

	OAS and GIS eligibility is automatically confirmed once clients file their annual tax return.  Service Canada will calculate any adjustments based on information in the tax return.
· For clients that qualify for GIS, the amount they receive depends on their marital status and net income.
· Service Canada reviews the eligibility of GIS clients every year in July based on the previous year’s declared income.  Those who are entitled to GIS are automatically renewed, as long as an income tax return is submitted on time. 
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	          To help clients access the information they need to file their tax return, benefit tax slips are available conveniently and securely through My Service Canada Account (MSCA).  MSCA also provides access to a number of self-service options, which helps avoid mail delays and waiting in line.  These self-service options include submitting applications for benefits and supporting documents, and managing clients’ personal information.

PASSPORTS – 30 DAYS OR FREE!

	The Government of Canada announced at the end of March that it is introducing a new guarantee for passport services.
	Effective April 1, 2026, applicants will receive a full refund of their passport or travel document fee if it takes more than 30 business days to process their application.  If processing exceeds 30 business days, refunds will be issued automatically.  Processing time starts when a complete application is received and ends when the passport or travel document is printed and verified.  It does not include mailing time.  A complete application includes a filled-out form, all required documents, such as a passport photo that meets requirements, and the full payment of fees.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

TICK SEASON

	Tick season has once again arrived now that temperatures register four degrees and above.  With ticks, the possibility of contracting Lyme disease exists.  The following are early signs of Lyme disease as outlined in a Government of Canada website:

	
	· rash – known as an erythema migrans rash.  It is the most commonly reported sign of Lyme disease.  It is an expanding skin rash that typically begins at the site of the tick bite.  It slowly grows to more than 5 cm in diameter over several days, and can sometimes:
· be circular or oval-shaped
· look like a target or bull’s eye
· go unnoticed, especially if it is on dark skin, or a part of the body that’s difficult to see
Some people may not develop a rash.
· fever
· chills
· fatigue
· headache
· swollen lymph nodes
· muscle and joint aches
	Later symptoms of Lyme disease can appear days to months after an infected tick bit, and may include:
· more rashes
· dizziness
· severe headaches
· migratory pain that spreads in the joints, bones, tendons and muscles
· arthritis in the knees, ankles, elbows, and / or wrists
· thinking and reasoning symptoms, such as memory loss or the inability to think clearly.
	Other later stage symptoms include:
· nerve pain, weakness, tingling or loss of sensation in limbs
· drooping of one or both sides of the face (facial 
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	           paralysis or Bell’s palsy)
· heart palpitations and an abnormal heartbeat
· swelling of the brain and spinal cord
· eye problems, such as conjunctivitis (pink-eye)
	In very rare cases, death could occur due to the complications involving an infection of the heart.
	Early diagnosis and treatment of Lyme disease can prevent complications.  See a health care provider right away if you have been bitten by a tick and develop symptoms of Lyme disease and have been to an area where blacklegged ticks or western blacklegged ticks may be found and develop symptoms of Lyme disease.
	Advise the health care provider where on your body the tick was attached, how long you think the tick was attached to you, and where you were when you were bitten by the tick or may have been exposed to ticks.
          Diagnosing Lyme disease can be challenging as symptoms vary from person to person.  Symptoms of Lyme disease can be similar to other illnesses.  A diagnosis of Lyme disease is based on:
· signs and symptoms
· exposure to blacklegged ticks or western black-legged ticks
· travel or exposure to an area where blacklegged ticks or western blacklegged ticks may be found
· blood tests, when appropriate
	Your health care provider will assess if you need a blood test.  You usually won’t need a blood test if you:
· have the characteristic expanding rash and were exposed to blacklegged ticks or western 
	
	          blacklegged ticks.          
          Only get tested by a licensed public health laboratory.  Testing by private, non-licensed laboratories may not be reliable.
CANADIAN DENTAL CARE PLAN RENEWAL SEASON

	The federal government reminded members of the Canadian Dental Care Plan (CDCP) that they will need to renew their enrolment in the plan for the 2026-2027 benefit year.  Renewals will be open from April 15 to June 1, 2026, and is a fast and easy process that can be completed online or by phone.
	To start the renewal process, existing plan members must have filed their taxes and received their 2025 Notice of Assessment from the Canada Revenue Agency.  To renew coverage, members will need to re-attest that they:
· do not have access to private dental insurance;
· have an adjusted family net income lower than $90,000 based on their (and, if applicable, their partner’s) most recent tax information; and
· are a Canadian resident for tax purposes.
	Renewing enrolment in the CDCP no later than June 1 will allow plan members to remain covered under the plan without any interruptions.
	The enrolment for new plan members and those who didn’t renew on time opens on June 2.
	Approximately 6 million Canadians have registered in this program, saving eligible Canadians an average of $900 per year on health care services.  For more information on the Canadian Dental Care Plan, the renewal process, and important renewal dates, visit Canada.ca/dental.
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	RISKS OF BURNING GRASS

	In a recent interview, a Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Forest Protection representative stated that the province doesn’t recommend burning grass, even when burning is permitted.
	The risk of inadvertently starting a wildfire when burning grass to deal with ticks, improve the quality of soil, or remove weeds and dead foliage outweighs any perceived benefits.  This spring, firefighters have responded to dozens of reports about grass fires.  According to the DNR website, the highest number of wildfires occur in April and May, usually because of grass or brush burning that got out of control.  People are responsible for the fires they light.
	Wildfire season in Nova Scotia runs from March 15 to October 15.  During April and May, the grass is dry and brown.  During sunny and windy conditions, it only takes an afternoon to dry those fuels for easy ignition that can spread very quickly.
	Alternatives to grass or brush fires include saving the debris and burning it during the winter when there is snow on the ground or significantly less risk in the off-season.  Composting and green bins are other options where materials can be removed from properties and taken away safely.
	According to DNR, grass burning reduces grass yield by 50 to 70 percent, makes it easier for weeds to grow, does not make grass greener and does not provide nutrients in the soil.
***

	
	DO YOU KNOW … . We continue the story of former North Kemptville resident Fannie Burrell Hatfield’s trip to Alberta starting in April 1912 to visit her brother Bowman Burrell, who is referred to in Fannie’s journal as “Bom”.
	Last month, Fannie picked saskatoons, had a wild ride on her horse Dick, assisted with feeding those involved with thrashing, and moved with Bom to Bittern Lake. 
	This month, immediately following Christmas Day in 1913, Fannie starts her return trip back to Nova Scotia.  No explanation is provided in her journal as to why she is returning to Nova Scotia; however, it is understood that she was summoned home to assist with the care of one of her siblings.	

	Miss Anderson, the teacher, boarded with us, and we liked her very much.  She entered into all the fun which we had and made more fun, too, so that the old house rang with gay times.  It was a very nice house, but bitterly cold after a while.  The fall was beautiful, just a long succession of cold, sunny days.  Oh, it was glorious and what fun we had.  The Paull boys lent us their phonograph and although there were only 13 records, we enjoyed them immensely.
	The boys made a seat down on the slew, and had several skating parties.  In teaching Carrie Altvater to skate before the ice was strong, 1st Nov, she and Bom went almost under the ice.  They were a sad looking pair, but aside from colds, no harm resulted.  Miss Anderson and Bom were lovely skaters, also Harold Howarth.  Reggie Scholefield, our English boy, also learned to skate well.  He had difficulty in getting skates large enough to fit him, 12s or 13s, but at last he got outfitted.  Many a gay laugh we had at him, but he persevered and certainly could make speed with his long legs.  One night we took a plate of 
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	candy down on the ice, and the phonograph.  While we
were skating around the rink the “doglet” ate the candy.  Wasn’t that a joke on us!  I was too lazy to learn to skate but at last they dragged me into learning.  Miss Anderson donated a pair of tan button boots and Bom got the skates.  Some fun, believe me, and although I went to a few parties and enjoyed them greatly, I never became an accomplished skater.
          Bom, Reggie and I caught 98 muskrats by setting steel traps in their “runs” by the sloughs.  It was quite exciting some days, and kept the boys busy skinning and stretching them.
	Bom, Miss Anderson and I went down to Battle River (4 miles) and got a lovely Xmas tree for her entertainment, which was held in the hall.  Oh, it seemed so good to work among real spruce trees once more!  Harold Howarth, Reggie, Frank Farley, Billy Altvater helped us decorate the hall and it was lovely!  The entertainment was very good too, and we had a lovely time helping to make candy bags, chains, etc.  Next day the boys helped her to clean the hall.  In the afternoon, Percy and I went over to Camrose to see Ernest, who was in the hospital with a broken leg.  We went to Mary Sander’s to tea, and in the evening went with them to Mr. Churchill’s entertainment.  Bom and his crowd also came, including Mr. Adams who had come to spend Xmas with us.  Miss A. went home Tues. night.  Twas hard to part.  The Paull boys spent Xmas with us.  Harold Howarth decorated our kitchen beautifully.
          Left Bittern Lake at 9 o’clock Friday morning, December 26th, 1913.  Bom took me to the station and I went in with Percy and Miss Birkett.  Got in there at 9.45 
	
	then went down to the office and bade goodbye to Peggy and Molly McDonald and Miss Veau.  Percy and Abe saw me off on the train which left at 10.20.  Abe just drove in from Bittern Lake and he said it was cold.  They were the last people I knew and Wetaskiwin was the last familiar place.  Then came Hobbema, Ponoka and all the places I had heard of.  At last we got to Calgary at 4.10.  After I attended to my ticket, I went out around the town a while and did some shopping.  Had some supper at a nice little restaurant called “The Grange”.  One had to order their own supper at the counter and carry it back to their table themselves.  I was quite green at such proceedings.  Went back to the station about 6:30, read and wrote some.  Then got on the train at 10 o’clock.  Had a tourist sleeper but didn’t seem to sleep much, for some reason.  This morning I awoke to find all rolling prairie and so many funny little hills.  It looks bare and dreary.

(To be continued in the next Newsletter.)

***
Editors’ Note:  Anyone wishing to have an item included in the News-
letter is to submit information no later than the 20th of the month for publication in the next edition.  Items may be provided by e-mail to kemptville.newsletter@gmail.com, dropped off or mailed to 3012 Highway 203, East Kemptville, B5A 5P5.  Please ensure your name and telephone number are provided with any submission.  To report errors, omissions or for more information, contact either Robert or Lila Zwicker at 902-761-2274 or at the above e-mail address.  An electronic version of the Newsletter is available at www.kemptville200ns.com.  

***
SUBMISSIONS FOR THE NEXT EDITION ARE DUE
MAY 20, 2026.
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